
May 5, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the virtual board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.  A/T Hanson was in the Norman County Board Room 
to allow attendees that could not access the meeting virtually.  Additionally, Commissioner Gunderson was present in the 
Board Room.  Commissioners Bommersbach and Redland were present virtually.     
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of Sheriff 
Jeremy Thornton at 11:30 regarding a GIS Mapping Grant and a 911 Call Handling Equipment Grant that he would like 
accepted.  Also added to the agenda was the Watershed Appointment for the position currently held by Greg Holmvik.   
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the agenda with changes.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded 
the motion and on roll call vote there were 4 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.     
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to read the minutes of the last meeting.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 
on roll call vote there were 4 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board two donations received through Gary Cares, one for the Crime Victim Advocate in 
the amount of $935.29 and one for the Canine Unit of the Sheriff’s Dept in the amount of $1,359.36.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to accept the two donations received through Gary Cares, thanking individuals for their 
donations.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 4 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion 
carried.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, provided the board with a COVID-10 update.  Ms. Kjono noted that the MN 
Dept of Health has been solely doing the contact tracing and they are interested in ramping this up, possibly using Public 
Health entities to help with this.  Ms. Kjono also noted they continue working with Essentia Health on distributing 
personal protective equipment (PPE) to businesses, etc.  Commissioner Bommersbach asked for update information 
regarding the 9 cases confirmed in Norman County.  Sarah noted that 7 had been released from isolation and there were 
2 active cases presently.   Chairman Hall noted she has had several inquiries from senior citizens concerned with North 
Dakota opening up and worries about people going to Fargo and are scared they will bring the Coronavirus back to 
Norman County.   Commissioner Hall also noted that we need to get started with Dept Heads to plan how the county is 
going to open up and what that plan is going to be, schedule something and start considerations.   
 
At 9:45 a.m. Commissioner Jacobson joined the meeting.  Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board and noted that the 
first item on his agenda was the 2020 spring flood update.  Garry noted that he has asked Commissioner Joe Kelly to 
bring up a team to do public assessment of county damages.  He is working with 11 townships and the City of Halstad and 
together with Norman County have estimated damages sustained throughout the county at this time to be $423,000.   
This will be submitted through the EOC Uplink to the State of Minnesota.   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the Norman County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Garry noted that he will be 
sending out several news releases today on the final plan, thanked those who had worked on the plan and reviewed and 
made suggestions for changes.  He hopes to have this completed by mid to late July.   
 
Garry also noted that he highly recommended that every office that has public coming into their office install protective 
shields to reduce exposure to the coronavirus.   
 
Mr. Johanson also noted that this is the time of year for increase in septic permits and he is looking for new ways to hold 
Planning & Zoning meetings with the Stay at Home Order, noting that he is going to have to hold a Planning & Zoning 
meeting in the very near future with regard to the proposed hog operation in Lockhart Township.   
 
Chairman Hall brought forward discussion on the Watershed Appointment necessary due to the term of Greg Holmvik 
ending in April.  It was the consensus of the board to advertise for two weeks and then interview applicants at the June 
2nd meeting.  A/T Hanson will get this advertised.   
 
At 9:56 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Highway Engineer, presented his agenda to the board.  The first item on Engineer 
Berndt’s agenda was the Agco Plus Credit Agreement necessitated by Norman County Implement no longer carrying 
charge accounts for businesses beginning this fall.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Agco Credit 
Agreement.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion 
carried.   
 
Engineer Berndt then brought the second item on his agenda forward which was the planned Highway Building project 
which began with a contract in the spring of 2019 with Widseth, Smith, Nolting & Associates for engineering services.  
The firm has completed a preliminary concept plan and is now waiting for further direction from the county.  Engineer 
Berndt would like to proceed with the design phase of the project which would require a substantial investment in design 
costs, but would not commit the board to a construction contract.  Commissioner Jacobson questioned what the design 
construction cost would be, which Engineer Berndt stated would be 5% of the projected cost of the building, estimated at 
$500,000 for the design costs.  Commissioner Redland inquired as to the building plan and what happens to existing 
buildings, following which Engineer Berndt noted the current office space and shop would be demolished along with one 
cold storage building, with one cold storage building remaining.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted he would like to put 
the project on hold for six months to see how everything falls with the legislature making possible cuts to the County 
Program Aid.  Commissioner Redland agreed with Commissioner Bommersbach that we should pull in our horns and wait 
this out a bit to see how everything works out.  Consensus was to table further plans at this time.   
 



The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a ditch petition for County Ditch 6 to investigate ditch for sedimentation, 
remove cattails and brush and trap beavers.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to authorize the county engineer 
to proceed with work as requested on the Application for Maintenance Work on County Ditch 6.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was an update on department construction and maintenance activities.  Keith 
relayed that he had talked with the Fossum Township Chairman regarding the bridge project that had been discussed at 
the last board meeting.  He felt the chairman was in favor of the culvert option and the chairman was going to discuss 
this with his board members at their next township meeting.  Engineer Berndt hopes to have information from that 
meeting at the next board meeting.  At this time he will table the idea of the alternative lumber bridge.   
 
Engineer Berndt also noted that the 2019 Highway Department Annual Report had been completed and sent out to 
Commissioners as a computer file.  Keith also indicated that he had printed copies for the board which will be distributed 
at a later date.   
 
Chairman Hall seeing there was approximately 10 minutes before the next agenda item, asked if anyone wanted to take a 
break.   Instead, Commissioner Bommersbach inquired of Sarah Kjono who was still in attendance, when are people 
contagious?  Sarah answered that they are most contagious when they are symptomatic, but can be spread when you are 
asymptomatic.  Ms. Kjono noted that if an individual would test positive they should isolate for 7 days being symptomatic 
and 3 days after being asymptomatic.   Sarah noted that testing has been ramped up some with Essentia doing drive up 
for symptomatic individuals, which requires an E-visit to be able to test.  Commissioner Jacobson noted that Norman 
County has 9 confirmed cases, 7 considered recovered, and asked if any of the 9 have had to be hospitalized?  Ms. Kjono 
noted that none of these have been hospitalized.   
 
At 10:25 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board and stated that HR will work together with Sarah 
to put a Department Head meeting together for next week.   Mr. Cariveau noted there is a requirement to have a plan in 
place for social distancing, staff safety, etc before opening to the public.  Mr. Cariveau asked if the board was okay with 
him telling staff that there will be no changes until after the May 21st board meeting.  The board agreed with this plan.   
 
Mr. Cariveau then addressed school year closings, as at that time the option for staying home to help with teaching 
children will be discontinued at that time.  Employees would have approximately 3 weeks from the date of this meeting 
to secure daycare if needed.   Board agreed with this plan.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. County Attorney, James Brue, addressed the board noting that March and April court proceedings have 
been done by webcam, for emergency issues only.  In May they will be trying to reopen the court calendar and conduct 
some cases that have just been on hold.   
 
Attorney Brue also reinforced the idea that the Governor’s Stay At Home Order and Closure of the Courthouse to the 
public are two separate issues as the County Board closed the courthouse before the Governor issued the Stay At Home 
Order.  James also encouraged the board not to give up on the technology to hold virtual meetings.  He assured the 
board that it would get easier the more we use it.   
 
At 10:40 a.m. Sheriff, Jeremy Thornton, addressed the board with two grants that Norman County has been awarded 
thru the Northwest Regional Emergency Communications Board (NWRECB).  Sheriff Thornton noted that the first grant is 
a GIS Mapping Grant in the amount of $15,610 to bring mapping layers up to the NextGen 911 level.  Jeremy stated that 
he will be working with Geo-Comm as a vendor that he has worked with for many years.   
 
The second grant is a 911-Call Handling Equipment Grant in the amount of $116,482.89 for purchasing equipment.   
 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the GIS Mapping Grant in the amount of $15,610.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
Jeremy explained that there would be some cost to the county with the 911-Call Handling grant as it does not cover 
maintenance of the equipment.  He is planning to purchase a 5-year maintenance contract in the amount of $59,192.68 
from the 911 funds that are available to use for this purpose.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the 911-Call Handling Equipment Grant in the amount of 
$116,482.89 for purchasing equipment.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 
5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to review the bills.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the bills as presented:   
 
Revenue - $17,836.10   Road & Bridge - $24,942.02  Public Health - $1,199.70 
 
Solid Waste - $33,562.08   TOTAL - $77,539.90 
 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
At 10:55 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, addressed the board with a request to hire summer help again this year to work on 
the CAMA conversion with exempt properties.  Jill noted that at this time she expected this would be the last year she 
would need the additional help and would like to hire this individual as an independent contractor as was done last year.  
She also stated that this was in her budget and she feels they can be social distance appropriate in the office setting.   
 



Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve hiring the temporary staff to help with updating the CAMA conversion.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Motion carried.   
 
Chairman Hall noted the next meeting would be May 21st.  Commissioner Redland inquired why we are using Cisco 
Webex for the meeting?  He feels Zoom would work better.  Sarah Kjono explained that she does not have a paid Zoom 
account and it would cut off a free meeting after 40 minutes.  Attorney Brue noted that it would not be a huge expense 
to acquire a Zoom account if the board would like to go this direction.   Commissioner Gunderson felt we should continue 
with the virtual meeting idea again.   
 
Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m.    
   
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


